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ABSTRALT

“leral development is considered one of the most
important elements of sccial and versonality development.

Cognitive theories consider rmoral maturity as a resualt

O
L]

the overall cognitive development. Iloral gavelcoomant

e
L4

looked upon as a process that proceeds through a chain

.

Fh

stazes. This process is similar to that of ecognitive

igl
O

o]
develonment.

Ine purpose of this study was to invistigzave ¢his
assumed relationship between cognitive development and
moral development. Cognitive development was decided upon
through the use of piaget type tests. Six tests were us
the first three to classify the subjects into the pre-
operaticnal and concrete opsrations periods, the last b
to classify subjects into the formal operations period
Moral development was decided upon through the use of a
Jordanian version of Kholberg's test.

Forty eight subjects (24 males, 24 females)were used
-]

in this study. The Ss were devided into three groups
4

{ 16 S8 each) depending on there performance on the copnitiv
levels tests, the six tests used were paste balls{weight,

cups and saucers) (number) continuous quantities {conservati
water overflow, pendulum, and bending rods. The Ss were
then tested on Kholberg's test and were classified into the

gix different moral levels.

Correlation coeffecient between cornitive level scores
and moral level scores of the Ss was.738 2 <% ,005. This
result confirms the basic asmmﬁthwl of cognitive theoriest
about the dependence of moral maturity on the cogpnitive leve
of the individual.

o

1
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Sex differences in meoral develcpment were not
substantial. Z score for the differences betwecn Dropor-
tions did not reveal significant difference between
distribution of males and females on Kholberg's moral
levels except on the third level good koy - pood giri
orientation. This result as well as the previocus results
of this study confirms the basic assumpticns of cognitive

theories of moral development and supports the {indings

s

of previous studies.

Also variance analysis 2x3 was used to know the
effect of cognitive levels and sex cn moral development
the results indicate statics differences o .05 to the

cognitive levels and no static differences to sex.

Inorder to decide which of the six cognitive tests
predicts better the moral level of the individual, the
scores of the Ss on each test was corelated with their
scores.on ¥holberg's test corelation coeffecient ranged
hetween .20 - ,73.
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