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ABSTRACT

This research amied to study the child abuse and its effect on children’s Psycho-
social adjustment, self-efficacy, physical health and how it is affected by the parents’
mental health, it also attempts to investigate if the parents’ economic and educational
levels have any effect on child abuse, and if the child’s gender and age have an effect on
child’s  self efficacy, psycho-social adjustment and physical health.
The sample of the study consisted of (700) students and their parents, among the
students there were (352) male and (348) , the students were selected from grades 6, 7,

9, 10 in some (UNRWA) schools in the north and south of Amman.
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All individuals in the sample responded to Child Abuse Scale, elf-Efficacy Scale,

Psycho-social Adjustment Scale and Physical Health Scale. As for the parents, they

responded to Mental Health Scale.

Data analysis involved the use of tripartite analysis of variance

and Tawkee test.

The results of the study indicated the following:

1-

There is a statistically significant effect of the level of abuse in its forms
(physical abuse, psychological abuse and neglect) on the psycho-social
adjustment and physical health, and the self-efficacy of the child.

There is a statistically significant effect of the abused child’s gender (whether it
is general abuse, psychological abuse, physical abuse or neglect) on the degree
of psycho-emotional adjustment. As well as a statistically significant effect of
the physically abused child’s gender on the child’s self efficacy and physical
health. But it did not indicate any statistically significant effect of the gender of
the abused child (general abuse, psychological abuse or neglect) on the child’s
self efficacy and physical health.

There is no statistically significant effect of the age of the abused child (general
abuse, psychological abuse or neglect) on the child’s self efficacy, physical
health and psycho-social adjustment except in the case of psycho-social
adjustment for children who were subjected to physical abuse, in this case there
is a statistically significant effect on female students more than that of male
students.

There is a statistically significant effect of the mother’s mental health and
economic status on the degree of abuse in its general form and in each of the

following forms: psychological abuse, physical abuse and neglect. There is also
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a statistically significant effect of the mother’s educational level on the degrees

of general abuse directed inflicted by the mother and the psychological abuse.

There is a statistically significant effect of the father’s economic status on the
degree of physical abuse, as well as a statistically significant effect of the
father’s educational level on the degrees of abuse in its general form and on the
psychological abuse inflicted by the father. No statistically significant effect was
found of the father’s mental health on the degrees of the abuse inflicted by the
father whether in its general form or in any of the forms; physical abuse,
psychological abuse or neglect. There was also no statistically significant effect
of the father’s economic status on the degrees of the abuse inflicted by the father
whether in its general form or in any of the forms; physical abuse, psychological
abuse or neglect. And finally there was no statistically significant effect of the
father’s educational level on the degrees of the physical abuse and neglect

inflicted by the father.



